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PUBLIC EVENTS- 



At the commencement of the last month, 
public attention was directed to the as- 
sembling of the Mexican Congress, under 
the new federal constitution. One of the 
first acts of the new republic, was the ap- 
propriation of 30,000 dollars per annum, 
for the education of young men, natives of 
the country, in the principles of Science, 
Agriculture, Political Economy,&c. Near- 
ly about the same period, we learned that in 
France, the Lancasterian Schools, Bead- 
ing Rooms, and Literary Clubs, were either 
shut, or subjected to the most vexatious 
restrictions. Early in the month rumours 
were in circulation, that a revolution had 
taken place in Mexico, which might with a 
tolerable degree of certainty be traced to 
the interested speculations of the Stock Ex- 
change. 

The last month's army list mentions, 
that in addition to the powerful opposition 
of the Birmese, a dangerous epidemic pre- 
vails amongst our troops in India. The 
nature and extent of the resources of the 
Birmese, have not, we conceive, been pro- 
perly estimated in Europe. From situa- 
tion, character, and habits, we have been 
led to regard them as the most decided and 
the most formidable opponents to British 
authority in India. 

As the month advanced, we received the 
gratifying intelligence of the liberation of 
Peru. The reign of Spanish tyranny, in 
that fine country, has closed. The contest 
was speedy and decisive. Eight thousand 
Spaniards, including fifteen General Offi- 
cers, capitulated, and were made prisoners' 
of war. The Spaniards are permitted to 
return to their country, upon the condition 
of " not carrying arms against America, 
during the war of independence." 

There is one circumstance which we re- 
cord with great pleasure. Bolivar, after a 
brilliant career of victory, lays down the 
dictatorship of Peru, and expresses his de- 
termination to resign the presidency of 
Colombia. 

It was rumoured during the course of 
this month, that a Congress was to be held 
at Panama, consisting of Deputies from all 
the New American States. The object of 
this meeting was stated to be, the adoption 
of measures for the mutual protection and 
improvement of the different governments, 
which have sprung from the ruins of Span- 
ish despotism. 

Advices from India reached us in the 
progress of the month, from Sir A. Camp- 
bell, of a successful expedition against 
Montaban, a sea-port town and fortress, 
to the eastward of Rangoon. The troops 
under the command of this distinguished 
officer, have been again successful. We 



regret to state that the report of his death, 
is but too likely to prove correct. 

In relation to Greece, we have had, 
during the month, much speculation.— 
We cannot conceive any circumstance 
more unfortunate, than that the Russian 
Autocrat should become an umpire between 
the Greeks and Turks. There are certain 
historical recollections, which, obtruding 
themselves upon our attention, preclude 
us from anticipating any salutary results 
from the proposed interference. 

The Turks are represented as preparing 
for the approaching campaign. The ac- 
counts which we received of the state of 
the capital, exhibit it in the most humi- 
liating point of view. The Government 
seem, in fact, to have been reduced to the 
most abject expedients, to support them- 
selves in a crusade against freedom and 
humanity. 

The neighbourhood of Algiers has been 
visited by an earthquake. The town of 
Bleda is destroyed. Out of a population 
amounting to 15,000, scarcely 300 have 
been saved. 

It has pleased the Emperor of China to 
issue a proclamation in the Pekin Gazette, 
relative to the Birmese war. 

" It is a Proclamation of the Emperor 
of China, grounded on a despatch from 
one of the Governors — the Governor of 
the Province of Yunnan — bringing under 
his attention the state of the frontiers. The 
Governor states, that the Birmese are 
engaged in a war with the English, and 
have been defeated in most of the engage- 
ments which they have hitherto had ; and 
he recommended that on the frontier to- 
wards the Birmese territory, there be erect- 
ed, ' fortifications and * ers' to prevent the 
violation of the Chinese territory by either 
of the parties. The Emperor directs that 
a line of fortifications be erected all along 
the frontiers, according to the recommen- 
dation of the Governor." 

We learned, in the course of the month, 
that Cuba is about to declare its indepen- 
dence of Spain, and that it is supposed it 
will join the republic of Colombia. 

In France, the passing of a recent law, 
respecting sacrilege, has afforded a melan- 
choly specimen of the prevailing errors 
which yet exist in nations affecting to call 
themselves civilized, upon the relative con- 
nexion between crimes and punishments. 

In a Domestic point of view, the great 
question of Roman Catholic Emancipation, 
occupied public attention from the com- 
mencement of the month. Upon the se- 
cond reading, when Mr Peel had express- 
ed his determination to take the sense of 
the House, it was carried in favour of the 
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measure, by a majority of 27 ; 509 Mem- 
bers (exclusive of the tellers and the speak- 
er) being in attendance. 

We subjoin a brief view of the numbers 
for and against the measure, since the 
year 1813. 
1813— For the Bill - 849 

Against it ■ 203— Majority 42 



Total number of Voters 448 



1821— For the BUI 
Against it 



Third Beading, Ayes 

Noes 

Total 



254 

243— Majority 11 



221 

192— Majority 19 



413 



182i— Ayes 
Noes 

Total, 



121— Majority 27 

509— Exclusive of* 
Tellers and 
a Speaker. 
By the foregoing table it will be seen, 
that the greatest Majority was in 1818, 
in a House consisting of 448 Members, 
when the Bill was lost in the Lords by a 
Majority of 4. The smallest Majority was 
in 1822, when the Bill was lost in the Lords 
by a Majority of 89. In 1825, the greatest 
number that have yet divided on this mea- 
sure, it has been carried by a Majority of 
27; which circumstance, if we were dis- 
posed to rest our hopes on the doctrine of 
numbers alone, we should regard as a more 
favourable omen of future success, than 
any which has occurred in the progress of 
this great question. 

The truth is, though the actual Majority 
appears numerically less than in 1813, a 
comparison of the Majorities will prove the 
actual advance of the question : — 
The Ayes in 1818 were 245 

1821 254 

1825 S68 

So that, in point of fact, the actual Ma- 
jority in 1825 is 28 over 1613. 



To Mr. Peel must be given great praise 
lor his " Jury Consolidation Bill." This 
Bill introduces three amendments in the 
Jury law as it now exists, which we sub- 
mit to the consideration of our readers, and 
of the importance of which, we conceive 
there can be but one opinion. 

" The first of these is in the mode of 
summoning common juries. Hitherto ju- 
ries have been summoned by the petty con- 
stable ; hereafter, the list is to be made out, 
and the persons summoned by the church- 
wardens and overseers, a more respectable 
class of men, and" more above any motive 
of interest. 

" A second amendment is in the exten- 
sion of the qualification of special jurors.— 
Under the existing law, no persons but es- 
quires are qualified to serve on special ju- 
ries, and the consequence is, that bankers, 
merchants, and immense capitalists in 
wholesale trades, have hitherto always been 
excluded. Mr. Feel proposes that all these 
classes of persons shall be hereafter com- 
petent to act as special jurors. 

" But the third, and most important a- 
mendmentjin the existing law,is in the mode 
adopted to form, or as it is termed, to strike 
special juries. Upon this part of the sub- 
ject, Mr. Peel proposes, and as a Minister 
of the King's Government, most patrioti- 
cally and constitutionally proposes, that the 
names of all the persons qualified to serve 
on special juries in London and West- 
minster, and in every county in England, 
shall be written in a book, and be numbered 
one, two,three,&c. up to a hundred or more , 
according to the actual number of special 
jurors in a county. A number of cards e- 
qual to the number of persons so qualified 
to serve, should be then numbered in the 
same manner, one, two, three, &c. ; which 
cards shall be put into a box or glass, and 
forty-eight of them drawn out, in the 
manner of a ballot, by an officer. These 
forty-eight to be reduced to twenty-four, in 
the manner now pursued." 
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BELFAST INSTITUTION — COLLEGE 
DEPARTMENT. 

On Saturday last, the 30th April, the 
Tenth Session of the College Classes in 
this Seminary, terminated in the usual 
manner ; with which many of our readers 
are acquainted, from the accounts that 
have frequently been given to the public. 
The Session continues six months, from 
1st November till 1st May; and, at the 
close, all the classes are examined in the 
Common Hall, on the different courses of 
study which they have prosecuted. These 
examinations are open to the public, and 



are attended by committees of different 
ecclesiastical Bodies, whose students are 
connected with the Institution, and by 
many literary gentlemen of other connec- 
tions. The students are thus brought be- 
fore the view of the public, particularly of 
their religious guardians and friends; and 
the prospect ot this has an influence on 
their studies, during the whole period of 
their attendance. These examinations oc- 
cupy nearly a week; and are followed by 
the distribution of premiums to those who 
excel in the answering, and in the general 
business of the classes during the session. 



